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Abstract

In Sweden, ethical review is regulated by law. In recent years, the law has been subject to
severe criticism. The criticism has largely focused on how the ethical review system affects
researchers and research, not least in the humanities and social sciences. However, little
attention has been paid to how well it protects research subjects. From this perspective, the
geographical scope of the Act is of interest. The Swedish Ethical Review Act only applies to
research conducted in Sweden, which means that some ethically problematic research falls
between the cracks. This article analyses the geographical scope of the Act and the
consequences it has had in relation to the aim of protecting human subjects in research.
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