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The field of comparative and international education (CIE) has often involved questions 

surrounding the local and the global, by drawing attention to the ways in which everyday 

practice is embedded in its context and how this reflects wider policy expectations, which 

are often influenced by global ideas. In understanding the link between the global influ-

ence and local practice we are reminded of the book title by Arnove and Torres (2007) 

drawing our attention to a dialectic “at work between the global and the local” (p. 1). 

These authors highlight the need to understand the interactive process, the tensions and 

contradictions that are central in the CIE field.  

In this general issue, we include a selection of articles that explore key actors and ways 

of knowing in the field, which according to Manzon (2018) is a constructed field. This 

general issue begins with an article by Parish who suggests that our ways of knowing 

include institutional logics in understanding the global/local nexus she includes a specific 

focus on human rights education. The next article in this issue is from Takala, Nordmark 

and Allard who focus their attention on the local level and even perhaps one could say 

the convergence of policy and practice. In this article, the authors draw attention to 

teacher education curricula not only as a way of knowing, but moreover, they attempt to 

highlight the way in which such curricula reflects scientific, professional, social, and eth-

ical values as well as the goals and competences needed in education in Finnish and Swe-

dish universities.  

In an attempt to move beyond mere policy of curricula directives, Benediktsson, Woz-

nicka, Tran and Ragnarsdóttir point to the need to understand immigrant students’ every-

day university experiences in Iceland. For these researchers, the need to include culturally 

responsive teaching methods founded in the ideas of multicultural education are crucial 

to providing equal rights to education for all students regardless of origin. Kymlicka re-

minds us of “the risks of new narratives or rhetorics depend on how they interact with 
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other narratives and rhetorics in the political domain” (Kymlicka, 2016 p. 167) such as 

those focusing on the rights to education for all. For the CIE field, these narratives include 

key actors and influence our ways of knowing. The remaining articles in this issue will 

continue to take up the dialectic at work and the challenges and tensions between the 

global and the local (Arnove & Torres, 2007).  

In closing, it is important to draw attention to the upcoming Nordic Comparative and 

International Education Society (NOCIES) conference held in collaboration with Global 

CIE aimed at Understanding the Global in Comparative and International Education. 

According to the conference website2 

The challenge is to identify, explore, and analyze the wealth of human agency involved in trans-

forming comparative perspectives of and about the world. A long history of research in comparative 

education has confirmed that education is a pivotal arena, where identities are forged, geographical 

imaginaries built, and national development projects mobilized, while cultural, economic and polit-

ical difference has generated very different national education systems. Today, national education 

formations are being increasingly crosscut and reworked by forces of globalization and policy prom-

ulgated in its name. 

The goal is that the papers from the conference will contribute to our increased under-

standing of the tensions between the global and the local and in doing so connect and 

engage locally with others, while simultaneously understanding the global in the CIE 

field. 
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