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Sch
o

lars(h
ip

) im
m

ersed
 in

 fo
rest 

N
o possibilities for continuing thinking clearly  

or thoroughly  

or in a linear m
anner  

w
ith  

the fragm
ented sentences.  

the fragm
ented thoughts.  

the fragm
ented w

ords 

w
hich are cut by the dark/black/grey line or border on the paper. 

B
ut clearness is not that clear, how

ever.  

D
eleuze (1994) w

rites how
 ‘an idea is all the m

ore distinct the clearer it is, and 

clarity-distinctness constitutes the light w
hich renders thought possible in the 

com
m

on exercise of all the faculties’ (D
eleuze, 1994, p. 213). 

 (T
he faculties of im

agination reason and understanding. See ibid., p. 136-138.)   

‘T
he principle of the clear and distinct’ (ibid., p. 213).   

Follow
ing L

eibniz, he (ibid.) continues: ‘ a clear idea is in itself confused; it is 

confused in so far as it is clear’ (p. 213).  

T
hat is 

‘ a clear idea is confused because it is not yet clear enough in all its parts’ 

(ibid. p. 213).  

A
nd that there m

ight even be a difference 

‘betw
een the clear and distinct,  

not jut of degree but in kind,  

such that the clear w
ould be in itself confused  

and the distinct in itself obscure?  
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W
hat is this distinct-obscure w

hich corresponds to the clear-confused?’ (ibid., p. 213)  

  

W
hat is this distinct-obscure, w

hich corresponds to the clear-confused?     

T
he fragm

ented lines slow
 dow

n  

both thinking and w
riting. 

T
aking m

e back to the forest,  

the dark forest during the night in N
ovem

ber.  

T
he possibility for m

oving in the dark forest w
as not sim

ilar to w
alking in 

daylight w
hen seeing w

as possible.  

Seeing takes one farther.  

N
ot-seeing takes one closer.  

C
loser to sensing. 

Sensing solitude in silence.  

B
eing alone w

ithout being lonely. 

Sensing solitude and subtly connecting w
ith the w

orld,   

the w
orld of both hum

an and non-hum
an bodies,  

bodies “as understood in physics that can be any kind of body; a hum
an body, 

an organ, an artefact or any kind of m
atter” (H

ultm
an & L

enz T
aguchi, 2010, p. 

529). 

Solitude in silence – sensing a m
ore com

plete connection w
ith the w

orld of 

bodies,  

a connection rem
oved from

 the sole hum
an perspective,  

the totalizing perspectives of signifying, know
ing and thinking.  

Im
m

ersion.  

Sensing (also) other solitude souls,  
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in silence,  

in the darkness of N
ovem

ber. 

Soulbodies, 

gather together to create to-gather-ness.  

G
athering experiences and experim

entations in research practices and 

research m
ethodologies in order  

to open them
, let them

 loose tow
ard  

how
 w

e m
ight (also) think about doing research or about creating know

ledge.  

Q
uestioning individuality,  

linearity,  

clarity, celebrating accidental discoveries,  

and  

unanticipated encounters,  

even serendipity.  

W
hat they m

ight offer (to us) and prom
pt (in us)  

w
hen thinking about and doing (qualitative) research (differently)?     

 

B
arely-seeing thus im

agining.  

E
ntering a potential w

orld through im
agining,  

filling the gaps in seeing by, for exam
ple, joining fragm

ented, barely visible 

points, dots, to each other,  

as a patchw
ork. 

 Im
aginary w

orld created through  

em
broidery.  
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W
hat em

erges? A
 forest, perhaps.    
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d
ata: a relatio

n
al m

aterialist m
eth

o
d
o
lo

g
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p
ro
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 ed
u
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n
al research
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In
tern

a
tio

n
a
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u
rn

a
l o

f Q
u
a
lita

tive S
tu
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 E
d

u
ca

tio
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(5
), 5

2
5
–

5
4
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