
SJVD – Co-authorship 
Statement of Contributions that qualifies for entry as a co-author 

Guidelines issued by the National Committee for Research Ethics 
in the Social Sciences and the Humanities (NESH) 

According to the guidelines for research ethics in the social sciences, law, theology and the 
humanities (NESH 2006) only those who have actually contributed to the documentation, analysis 
and writing of a scientific work may be credited as co-authors (section 32). For example, a person 
who contributes to the documentation, provides ideas for the analysis, comments on the writing, 
or provides technical assistance of various kinds, will not fulfil the criteria for co-authorship under 
these guidelines. It may be worth noting that writing constitutes an explicit requirement which 
must be fulfilled alongside the two other requirements. The NESH guidelines have been given a 
simpler and stricter wording than the guidelines for authorship in medicine (NEM) and the natural 
sciences (NENT). The NEM and NENT guidelines provide the option of choosing between two 
possible authorship requirements, and both allow researchers to opt out of the writing 
requirement, among others. The NESH guidelines on the other hand, are absolute and allow no 
alternatives. Contributions that fail to meet the requirements for authorship, must be 
distinguishable from the authors' contributions. The NESH guidelines refer to the rules for medical 
research: "Pursuant to the Vancouver Convention (uniform requirements for manuscripts 
submitted to biomedical journals), it may sometimes be feasible to distinguish between authors 
and other contributors" (ibid.). These other contributions may be credited by other means, e.g. by 
way of reference or a note of thanks in the preface. 

https://www.etikkom.no/en/library/topics/authorship-and-co-authorship/co-authorship-in-the-social-sciences-law-theology-and-the-humanities/  
 

Article title: 

 

 

I declare that I fulfil the above-stated requirements for contribution entitling me to be credited 
as a co-author. 

Place, date, authors’ names (block capitals) and signatures: 

 

 

Please upload this document together with the manuscript when submitting. 
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