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Call for papers 

Special issue for the Nordic Journal of Comparative and International 
Education (NJCIE) 

Title: 

Nordic Languages as Second Languages: 

Comparative Perspectives on Second Language 

Teaching and Learning in the Nordic Countries 

Guest editors: 

Anna Ehrlin and Ulrika Jepson Wigg  

(Mälardalen University, Sweden) 

 

Background 

Linguistic and cultural diversity has increased significantly in the Nordic countries, and consequently, the educational 

systems need to continually adapt to increasingly more diverse student populations (Rydell et al., 2023). The Nordic 

countries share an educational ambition to build socially sustainable societies, and to achieve this goal, the inclusion 

of newcomers – and hence the successful teaching and learning of the Nordic languages as second languages – is a 

key component (Pinson et al., 2023). The Nordic welfare societies share several unique traits regarding societal and 

educational structures, but there are also differences in how the national educational systems have organized 

education for multilingual students (Emilsson Peskova et al, 2023). The various ways in which second language 

education is handled can also be seen as expressions of societal norms and values regarding newcomers and issues 

related to learning a second language (Cummins, 2021). Recent developments, i.e. the arrival of Ukrainian refugees 

in the wake of the Russian invasion, have highlighted the need for a closer analysis of Nordic reception of 

newcomers in general and in the field of second language research and teaching in particular.  

Specific contribution 

This issue will contribute knowledge about the teaching and learning of the Nordic Languages as second languages 

and the organizational and educational models in use throughout the Nordics and will also contribute to Nordic 

added value through comparative analysis of central themes; knowledge that can help educational systems prepare 

for the future while maintaining a focus on social sustainability. 

 

Language portraits by students with a migrant background. 
From: Emilsson Peskova, R. (2021). School experience of 
plurilingual children: A multiple case study from Iceland. 
[Doctoral dissertation]. University of Iceland. 
https://opinvisindi.is/handle/20.500.11815/2648 
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Cross-linguistic discussions about teaching and learning of a second language increases awareness of the value of 

the Nordic language community both among language teachers and second language learners. Therefore, in 

addition to insights from international research and experiences, Nordic network building and knowledge sharing in 

the field of second language teaching and learning represents an added value to the continued development of the 

field both in the Nordics and beyond. 

Expected audience 

The outcomes will be highly relevant for both teacher educators and their students and will be made accessible to 

both educators and students but also constitute a resource for further research and network building both for 

researchers within the Nordic countries and in a global context.  

Focus and Scope 

For this special issue, we invite researchers to share research from the field of second language teaching and 

learning in the Nordic countries in a broad sense. The focus may be on language teaching and learning specifically, 

but also on organizational issues, policy issues and inclusion. All submissions should have an international outlook, 

relating national issues to create possibilities for new educational knowledge and practice development across 

national borders. We welcome contributions from different disciplines related to education and encourage 

interdisciplinary collaborations and the use of data from different countries.  

Submissions may include some of the following themes:  

• Second language policies across the Nordic countries 

• Current issues in second language pedagogies i.e. translanguaging and inclusion 

• Pedagogical innovation in language teaching and learning 

• Pedagogical challenges in teaching students with limited or no previous schooling 

• Teacher education regarding second language teaching  

• Other related themes or extensions of these themes 

Submission Guidelines 

Interested authors are kindly requested to submit full manuscripts of papers for peer review by 

May 15th 2026 

Please ensure compliance with the NJCIE Author Guidelines in your submitted manuscript. Upon submission, please 

make a comment that the manuscript is considered for this special issue. Papers will be selected through an open call 

and undergo a double-blind review process. 

The authors are encouraged to suggest two or three potential peer reviewers in their Cover letter. Accepted 

manuscripts will be published as soon as they are ready through the production phase. 

  

https://journals.oslomet.no/index.php/nordiccie/about/submissions#authorGuidelines
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Inquiries 

Please direct all submissions and inquiries to the Special Issue Guest Editors: 
Anna Ehrlin anna.ehrlin@mdu.se / Ulrika Jepson Wigg ulrika.jepson.wigg@mdu.se 
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